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Lincoln Record Society Small Grants Scheme
Notes for Applicants 26.01.24
Purpose of the scheme

1. The Lincoln Record Society Small Grants Scheme has been established to provide financial support for projects and events which help further the charitable objects of the Society, that is:

The advancement of public education in the history of the ancient diocese of Lincoln and the county of Lincolnshire especially by the transcription, editing and publication of original historical documents.

Though any project that meets these criteria can be proposed, the Society welcomes applications for support with publications and conferences. Publication support usually comes in the form of expenses for research visits, reproduction and copyright fees and maintaining a lower cover price. Support for conferences usually comes in the form of bursaries (especially for Early Career delegates), trips and tours and support for any publication arising from the event, with reduced admission prices for LRS members. The Society does not usually support the expenses of travelling speakers and expects conferences to be self-financing before requests for support are forwarded. Applicants are encouraged to approach the Honorary Secretary to discuss applications in advance of submission: secretary@lincoln-record-society.org.uk 

Eligibility
2. The scheme is open to applications supporting the Society’s objects, from:

· individual researchers, whether members of the LRS or not, and whether associated with an institution such as a museum or university or not (i.e. including independent researchers, academics and students); and

· formally constituted external groups and societies, including local and community-based historical societies, and institutions, such as museums, archive services, libraries, colleges and universities.

Criteria

3. Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:
· how closely the project relates to and promotes the Society’s objects

· the perceived viability of the project and likelihood of completion

· potential for the project to deliver its ultimate objectives

· support from named referees

· where applicable, other payments made by the Society in respect of the same project or to the same applicant; and 
· evidence of approaches for funding from other awarding bodies

· normally, no grant will be made involving payment by the Society of more than £10,000 in any one calendar year

Application procedure

4. Potential applicants are strongly encouraged to consult the Society’s Honorary Secretary at the earliest possible stage before making an application. Applications can be submitted at any time of year and will be considered at a meeting of the Society’s Finance and Publications Committee. Every effort will be made to deal with applications promptly, although the Society cannot guarantee that a decision will be made within any particular timescale. The Committee’s decision will be notified to the applicant as soon as practicable after its meeting.
Conditions

5. The Society’s conditions and requirements associated with each grant may vary subject to the nature and circumstances of the project. An award must only be used for its approved purpose, is not transferable and a proper account of expenditure must be kept.
6. The Society’s role should be promoted during the project and acknowledged appropriately. A copy of any resulting publication should be sent to the Society. On completion of any project, applicants are expected to provide the Society with a final report describing what has been achieved; interim reports on progress will also be requested. As appropriate, a public lecture, newsletter article, and / or photographs and a brief report for the Society’s website or social media, may also be requested.
7. If during the life of a project it appears that it may not be completed for a financial or other reason, or that some funds may remain unspent, the Society should be notified immediately. Failure to comply with commitments made in the application or conditions set by the Society may result in refusal of payment or steps to recover any payments already made. These and any other conditions will be included in an Offer of Grant to the applicants who should, in turn, confirm their acceptance of the offer. The Society will normally expect unspent funds to be returned.
